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701A.3 Application. New buildings and qualifying alterations/additions (as defined in 701A.3.1.1 
below) located in any Fire Hazard Severity Zone or Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area 
designated by the enforcing agency constructed after the application date shall comply with the 
provisions of this chapter. 
  

Exceptions: 
1. Buildings of an accessory character classified as a Group U occupancy and not 

exceeding 120 square feet in floor area, when located at least 30 feet from an applicable 
building.  

2. Buildings of an accessory character classified as Group U occupancy of any size and 
located at least 50 feet from an applicable building.  

3. Buildings classified as Group Agricultural Building, as defined in Section 202 of this 
code (see also Appendix C – Group U Agricultural Buildings).  When located at least 50 
feet from an applicable building. 

4.Additions to and remodels of buildings constructed prior to the applicable application 
date. 

 
 
701A.3.1 Application date and where required. New buildings for which an application for a 
building permit is submitted on or after July 1, 2008 located in any Fire Hazard Severity Zone or 
Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area identified below shall comply with this chapter:  
 

1. All unincorporated lands designated by the State Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection as State Responsibility Area (SRA) including: 

1.1.1 Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
1.1.2 High Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
1.1.3 Very-High Fire Hazard Severity Zones 

 
Land designated as Very-High Fire Hazard Severity Zone by cities and other local 

entities. 
  
3.2. Land designated as a Wildland Urban Interface Fire Area by cities and other local 

agencies.  
4.3. Land designated by the City of [INSERT NAME} as defined in Fig 701A-1 (Ember 

Zones 1 & 2) shall comply only with section 701A.3.2and 701A.3.3. These 
requirements shall be applicable to building permits submitted on or after the effective 
date of the local ordinance. Ember zones 1 & 2 shall not be considered Wildland 
Urban Interface Fire Area.   

 
 
Exceptions: 
1.  New buildings located in any Fire Hazard Zone within State Responsibility Areas for which an 

application for a building permit is submitted on or after January 1, 2008 shall comply with all 
sections of this chapter. 
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2. New buildings located in any Fire Hazard Zone within State Responsibility Areas or any 

Wildland Interface Fire Area designated by cities and other local agencies for which for which 
an application for a building permit is submitted on or after December 1, 2005  but prior to 
July 1, 2008 shall only comply with the following sections of this chapter: 

 
2.1 Section 705A – Roofing 
2.2 Section 706A – Vents 

 
701A.3.1.1 Existing Buildings. When an existing building undergoes alterations or additions, 
only those construction elements altered or added to the original structure shall comply with this 
chapter. 
 
701A.3.2 Construction Features in Wildland Urban Interface Area Designated by the Enforcing 
Agency:  Ember Zone 1. 
 
New buildings located within Ember Zone  1  for which an application for a building permit is 
submitted on or after the effective date of this ordinance shall comply only with the following 
sections of this chapter: 

1. 703A 
- Standards of Quality, as applicable  

2. 704A 
- Ignition Resistant Construction, as applicable  

3. 705A 
- Roofing  

4. 706A 
- Vents  

 
701A.3.3 Construction Features in Wildland Urban Interface Area Designated by the Enforcing 
Agency:  Ember Zone 2.  
 
New buildings located within Ember Zone 2  for which an application for a building permit is 
submitted on or after the effective date of this ordinance shall comply only with the following 
sections of this chapter: 

1. 703A 
- Standards of Quality, as applicable  

2. 704A 
- Ignition Resistant Construction, as applicable  

3. 705A 
- Roofing  

4. 706A 
- Vents  

5. 709A - Decking  
709A.1 General. Decks, porches, balconies and stairs shall comply with the 
requirements of this section only when a) the walking surface area of a single deck 
or balcony is greater than 100 square feet (increased to 120 square feet when 
connected to a stair), and b) located within 100 feet of fuel modification or open 
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space containing unmanaged, non-irrigated native or hazardous vegetation. as 
defined in Section 4906 of the CBC.  
 
709A.2.  Decking. Decking Within a Fuel Modification Zone.   
Decking located within any portion of a fuel modification zone shall be entirely non-
combustible.  

 
6. Accessory Structures 

710A.2 Applicability. The provision of this section shall apply to patio covers 
located closer than 100 feet from fuel modification or open space containing 
unmanaged non, non-irrigated native or hazardous vegetation.  
 
710A.4 Requirements. The patio covers shall be constructed of noncombustible or 
ignition-resistant materials. 
 

Exception: When the construction features meet all of the following: 
A. Columns: Minimum dimension of 4x4 (nominal dimension in inches)  
B. Horizontal beams: Minimum 4x6 (nominal dimension in inches) 
C. Top horizontal members:  A minimum of 2-inch spacing is provided 

between the members.  
D. The ledger meets the ignition-resistant material definition as prescribed 

in CBC Section 702A. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




